Working ^ 3 ^^ n ^.sern\tisn^ 


Con 


temporary. 


WHAT DO 
tHE BRITISH KM°W 

about the 

holocaust? 


jenniter Golub 
Henae Cohen 


THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE, insist Of Human Rala'tsgns, 165 East 56 Street, Now Yak, NY 


The figures for Holocaust denial in the United States cited in 
this pamphlet arc inaccurate. Subsequent research sponsored 
by the American Jewish Committee indicates that only 1 
percent of Americans consider it possible that the Holocaust 

never happened. 


The American Jewish Committee protects the rights and freedoms ofJews 
the world over; combats bigotry and anti-Semitism and promotes human 
rights for all; works for the security of Israel and deepened understanding 
between Americans and Israelis; advocates public policy positions rooted 
in American democratic values and the perspectives of the Jewish heritage; 
and enhances the creative vitality of the Jewish people. Founded in 1906 f it 
is the pioneer human-relations agency in the United States. 


Copyright © 1993 The American Jewish Committee 
All rights reserved 


FOREWORD 


Jennifer Golub and Renae Cohen's What Do the British Know About the 
Holocaust? is the twelfth in a series of Working Papers on Contemporary Anti* 
Semitism published by the American Jewish Committee. 

The Working Papers series seeks to enrich our understanding of contempo¬ 
rary anti-Semitism by inventorying current knowledge, providing analytical 
perspectives, and suggesting avenues for further research. Among the issues 
that call for analysis are the following: Is contemporary anti-Semitism a direct 
continuation of the Jew-hatred of the past, or is it in some sense a new 
phenomenon? Has the Holocaust finally delegitimated anti-Semitism, or has it 
merely driven it underground? What are the images of Jews that currently 
circulate in society? Are there population subgroups that are especially suscep¬ 
tible to anti-Semitism? How has the reality of the State of Israel affected 
expressions of anti-Semitism? 

Golub and Cohen report the results of a survey in Great Britain exploring the 
degree of knowledge that the British have about the Holocaust as well as the 
ways in which the British view the Holocaust's lessons and implications. These 
findings arc important in their own right, but they take on added significance in 
light of the data contained in an earlier American Jewish Committee report, 
What Do Americans Know About the Holocaust? it i s evident that British adults 
have much more factual knowledge about the Holocaust than do American 
adults, and that the former are much less open to Holocaust denial than are the 
latter. 

The American Jewish Committee expresses its thanks to Mr, Robert Wy brow, 
director of Gallup of Great Britain, for making the British survey data available 
to the AJC. 

David Singer, Director 
Department of Research and Publications 


W1IAT DO THE BRITISH KNOW 
ABOUT THE HOLOCAUST? 


On April 19, 1993, the American Jewish Committee released its Holocaust 
survey, the first ever to explore systematically the degree of knowledge that 
Americans have about the Holocaust and the ways in which Americans view the 
Holocaust’s lessons and implications. 1 The survey was conducted for the 
American Jewish Committee by The Roper Organization and consisted of two 
parts: an adult survey and a high-school-youth survey, both employ ingthe same 
questionnaire and encompassing representative national samples. 

The American Jewish Committee’s Holocaust survey received wide cover¬ 
age in the media, both in the United States and abroad. The London Daily 
Telegraph expressed an interest in having the same survey fielded among adults 
in Great Britain. Gallup of Great Britain, under contract from the Daily 
Telegraph , approached the American Jewish Committee about the matter and 
arranged to field the survey. As a result, we are in the unique position of being 
able to compare directly what British and American adults know about the 
Holocaust. 

In conducting the British survey, Gallup of Great Britain interviewed 1,025 
respondents face-to-face during May 5-10, 1993. Those interviewed constitute 
a representative national sample of British men and women, 16 years of age and 
older. The findings can be reported for the sample as a whole, as well as by sex, 
age, social status, and education. 


Findings 

Among the major points of comparison between the British and American 
findings (Tables 1-13) arc the following: 


1 The findings are reported in detail in Jennifer Golub and Renae Cohen, What Do Americans Know 
About the Holocaust? (New York: American Jewish Committee, 1993). 
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Knowledge of the Holocaust 

Overall, British adults are substantially more knowledgeable about the Holo¬ 
caust than American adults. When asked in an open-ended format, “As far as 
you know, what does the term "the Holocaust 3 refer to 9 ” 33 percent of British 
adults as compared with 24 percent of American adults provide a fully correct 
answer. (At the same time, a slightly higher percentage of Americans [61 
percent] than of the British [56 percent] answer this question with at least some 
accuracy ) 

Forty-one percent of British adults, as compared with 35 percent of Ameri¬ 
can adults, know that approximately 6 million Jews were killed in the Holo¬ 
caust; 76 percent of British adults, as compared with 62 percent of American 
adults, know that Auschwitz, Dachau, and Treblinka were concentration 
camps; and 56 percent of British adults, as compared with 42 percent of 
American adults, know that Jews were forced to weara “yellow star” or a “Star 
of David” on their clothing. 

When asked, “In addition to the Jews, which of the following groups, if any, 
were persecuted by the Nazis?” 51 percent of British adults cite Gypsies, 63 
percent cite Poles, and 51 percent cite homosexuals. The comparable figures for 
American adults are Gypsies, 26 percent; Poles, 50 percent; and homosexuals, 
25 percent. 

It should be noted that the British survey was more demanding than the 
American survey in that the questions on concentration camps and the yellow 
star were asked in an open-ended format rather than in a multiple-choice format, 
as was the case in the United States. Thus, the higher percentages of correct 
answers for these items among British adults are all the more impressive. 

Holocaust Denial 

British adults arc far less likely than American adults to be open to the idea that 
the Holocaust never took place. 

When told that “some people claim that the Nazi extermination of the Jews 
never happened” and asked whether they have ever heard this claim, 50 percent 
of British adults, as compared with 38 percent of American adults, say they have 
heard it; 46 percent of British adults, as compared with 54 percent of American 
adults, say they have not heard it. 

W hen further asked, “Does it seem possible or does it seem impossib le to you 
that the Nazi extermination of the Jews never happened?” 16 percent of British 
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respondents either say “it seems possible” (7 percent) or "don't know” (9 
percent), as compared with 34 percent of American adults who give these 
responses ("it seems possible,” 22 percent; "don't know,’* 12 percent). Con¬ 
versely, 84 percent of British adults, as compared with 65 percent of American 
adults, say "it seems impossible ” 

Implications and Lessons of the Holocaust 

British adults are more likely than American adults to see the Holocaust as 
relevant today and to consider it likely that another Holocaust could happen, as 
well as much more likely to view some situations in the world today as similar 
to the Holocaust, 

Seventy-three percent of British adults disagree either “strongly” (53 per¬ 
cent) or "mostly” (20 percent) with the statement "The Holocaust is not relevant 
today because it happened almost 50 years ago,” as compared with 63 percent 
of American adults ("strongly,” 46 percent; “mostly,” 17 percent). In addition, 
47 percent of British adults consider it cither “very likely” (16 percent) or 
"somewhat likely” (31 percent) that “the Jewish people could be subject to 
another Holocaust somewhere in the world in coming years,” as compared with 
41 percent of American adults (“very likely," 13 percent; “somewhat likely/* 
28 percent). Finally, 77 percent of British adults, as compared with 47 percent 
of American adults, answer "yes” when asked whether there are “any situations 
similar in nature to the Holocaust going on in the world today.” 

In a related matter, 33 percent of both British and American adults consider 
it “essential” to "know about and understand the Holocaust,” while 39 percent 
of both British and American adults consider it “very important/ 1 

Comparable percentages of British adults (57 percent) and American adults 
(60 percent) agree either “strongly” or “mostly” with the statement “The 
Holocaust makes clear the need for the State of Israel as a place of refuge for 
Jews in times of persecution ” 

The respondents were given a list of five statements and asked “[Do] you 
think it is a lesson to be learned from the Holocaust or not?” Ninety-four percent 
of British adults consider it to be a lesson that “it is important to stand by what 
you think is right instead of going along with everyone else/’ compared with 
85 percent of American adults; 92 percent of British adults consider it to be a 
lesson that “people must speak out against oppression so that another Holocaust 
will not happen/’ compared with 84 percent of American adults; 89 percent of 
British adults consider it to be alesson that‘‘firm steps need to be taken to protect 
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As is the case with American adults, British men are more knowledgeable 
about the 1 lolocaust than British women. (These differences tend to be greater 
among the British than among Americans.) For example, 62 percent of British 
men indicate with at least some accuracy what is meant by the term “the 
Holocaust,” compared with 50 percent of women; 52 percent of men identify 
“6 million” as the approximate number of Jews killed in the Holocaust, 
compared with 31 percent of women; and 66 percent of men know that Jews 
were forced to wear a “yellow star” or “star of David” during the Second World 
War, compared with 47 percent of women 

British men are also more likely than British women to consider it “impos¬ 
sible” that the Holocaust “never happened” (men, 88 percent; women, 81 
percent). At the same time, men and women do not differ with regard to the 
belief that the Holocaust is relevant today and that ft is important for people to 
know about. 


Conclusion 

The British I lolocaust survey adds an important new dimension to our under¬ 
standing of what people know about the Holocaust. One can only be impressed 
by how much factual knowledge the British have as compared to Americans, It 
is also striking that the British arc tar less open than Americans to the idea that 
the Holocaust never occurred. Given these striking differences between adults 
in the two nations, it would appear highly desirable to obtain comparative data 
for other countries as well. The American Jewish Committee, in fact, is seeking 
to do so 
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Table 1 

“As far as you know, what does the term ‘the Holocaust 1 refer to?”(OPEN- 
ENDED QUESTION) (in percents) 


Response 

American 

adults 

American 

students 

British 

adults 

Ex lermin alio n/m arder/pe rse c auo n/tre at ment 
of Jews by Hitler/Nazis/Germans 

24 

17 

33 

Exierminalion/murder/perseculion of Jews 

30 

23 

IS 

Other relevant responses 

7 

8 

5. 

Others 

10 

14 

35 

DK/NA 

28 

39 

ifc 


Notes Tn ihe American surveys, if an incorrect response was given, respondents were told. To 
be precise, the Holocaust was the Nazi extermination of Jews during the Second World War,'* 
In the British survey, multiple answers were allowed 

“Other relevant responses*' include, concentration camps, German death camps. Hitler, Nazis, 
Germans, World War II, and the 1940s, 

“Others include, dc a th/murder/s laughter, destmeti on/di s as ter/tragedy, war/nuclear war, or 
Other answers 


Table 2 

“Approximately how many Jews were killed in the Holocaust? 11 
(in percents) 


Response 

American 

adults 

American 

students 

British 

adults 

25,000 

t 

2 

2 

100,000 

4 

5 

4 

1 million 

7 

9 

5 

2 million 

13 

11 

9 

6 million 

P 

28 

41 

20 million 

10 

12 

13 

dk/na 

So 

32 

26 


7 








Table 3 

“From what you know or have heard, what were Auschwitz, Dachau, and 
Treblinka?” (in percents) 


Response 

American 

adults 

American 

students 

British 

adults 

Capitals of countries allied with Nazi Germany 

5 

4 

1 

Concentration camps 

62 

48 

76 

Battle sites of the Second World War 

2 

4 

1 

Nazi slogans 

2 

4 

0 

Other (SPliCll'Y) 

2 

1 

2 

DK/NA 

27 

38 

20 


Note: This question was closcd-cndcd in the American surveys, and open-ended with codes in 
the British survey. 


Table 4 


“Many Jews in Europe were forced to wear a symbol on 
the Second World War What was it? 11 (in percents) 

their clothes during 

Response 

American 

adults 

American 

students 

British 

adults 

A swastika 

22 

21 

3 

Hammer and sickle 

4 

2 

0 

A yellow star 

42 

42 

4? 

A red cross 

3 

4 

2 

Star of David* 

- 

- 

9 

Other (SPECpY) 

i 

! 

4 

DK/NA 

29 

31 

34 


Note: 1 his question was closcd-cndcd in the American surveys, and open-ended wiih codes in 
the British survey 

* This response was noi included In the American questionnaire. 








Table 5 

u In addition to the Jews, which of the following groups, if any, were persecuted 
by the Nazis?” (MULTIPLE ANSWERS ALLOWED) (in percents) 


Response 

American 

adults 

American 

students 

British 

adults 

Gypsies 

26 

20 


Poles 

50 

31 


J lomosexuals 

25 

20 


Aryans 

7 

8 


Other (SPECIFY) 

10 

7 


DK/NA 

50 

41 



Table 6 

“Please teh me whether you strongly agree, mostly agree, mostly disagree, or 
strongly disagree: the Holocaust makes clear the need for the State of Israel as 
a place of refuge for Jews in times of persecution.” (in percents) 


Response 

American 

adults 

American 

students 

British 

adults 

Strongly agree 

28 

23 


Mostly agr<;e 

32 

50 


Mostly disagree 

8 

9 


Strongly disagree 

5 

5 


DK/NA 

2^ 

35 



Table 7 

“Please tell me whether you strongly agree, mostly agree, mostly disagree, or 
strongly disagree: The Holocaust is not relevant today because it happened 
almost 50 years ago.” (in percents) 


Response 

American 

adults 

American 

students 

British 

adults 

Strongly agrt^e 

8 

8 

5 

Mostly agree 

(3 

IS 

13 

Mostly disagree 

17 

19 

20 

Strongly disagree 

46 

35 

53 

DK/NA 

15 

20 

9 
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Table 8 

“In your view, how important is it for all Americans (for the British| to know 
about and understand the Holocaust—is it essential, very important, only 
somewhat important, or not important?” {in percents) 


Response 

American 

adults 

American 

students 

British 

adults 

Essential 

33 

26 

33 

Very important 

39 

38 

3$ 

Only somewhat important 

13 

18 

m 

Not important 

2 

3 

4 

dk/na 

13 

15 

A 


Table 9 

“For each of the following, please tell me if you think it is a lesson to be learned 
from the Holocaust or not” (in percents) 



American adulls 

American students 

British adults 



Is 

DK/ 


Is 

DK/ 


Is 

DK/ 

Response 

Is 

not 

NA 

Is 

not 

NA 

Is 

not 

NA 

a. Finn steps need to bo taken to 
protect the rights of minorities 

b, there is no hope for the 

83 

6 

U 

81 

6 

13 

89 

3 

t 

human race 


67 

n 

21 

62 

17' 

34 

51 

15 

c. People must speak out against 










oppression so that another 
Holocaust will not happen 

84 

4 

12 

75. 


17- 

n 

2 

6 

d In relations between peoples 










and countries, what counts is 
power and not morality 

29 

53 

16 

30 


19 

29 

48 

23 

c. It is important to stand by 










what you think is right instead 
of gotng along with everyone 
else 

85 

4t 

n 

80 

6 

14 

94 

1 

5 


t.0 






Table 10 

“In your view, how likely is it that the Jewish people could be subject to another 
Holocaust somewhere in the world in coming years—very likely, somewhat 
likely, or not very likely?’* (in percents) 


Response 

American 

adults 

American 

students 

British 

adults 

Very likely 

13 

7 

16 

Somewhat likely 

28 

22 

31 

Not very likely 

43 

51 

40 

DK/NA 

|7 

21 

ft 


Table 11 


“Some people claim that the Nazi extermination of the .lews never happened. 
Have you ever heard this claim, or not?” (in percents) 


Response 

American 

adults 

American 

students 

British 

adults 

Heard this claim 

38 

21 

50 

Have not heard this claim 

5+ 

66 

46 

DK/NA 

8 

13 

4 
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Table 12 

“Does it seem possible or does it seem impossible to you that the Nazi extermi¬ 
nation of the Jews never happened?” (in percents) 


Response 

American 

adults 

American 

student* 

British 

udults 

It seems possible 

22 

20 

7 

It seems impossible 

65 

63 

84 

DK/NA 

n 

17 

% 


Table 13 

“Are there any situations similar in nature to the Holocaust going on in the 
world today?” (in percents) 


Response 

American 

adults 

American 

Students 

British 

adults 

Yes 

47 

27 

77 

No 

26 

37 

M 

DK/NA 

^7 

36 

14 
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Table 14 

“As far as you know, what doek the term "the Holocaust 1 refer to?” (British 
adults, in percents) 


Subgroup 

Extermination/ 
murder/ 
persecution/ 
treatment or 
Jews by 

Hitler/fN am/ 
Germans 

Extermination/ 
murder/ 
persecution of 
Jews 

Other 

relevant 

responses 

Others 

DK/ 

NA 

Total 

33 

18 

5 

35 

IS 

Sex 

Male 

38 

20 

4 

37 

10, 

female 

29 

16 

5 

34 

35- 

Age 

16-24 

19 

13 

3 

a 

sr 

25-34 

28 

20 

5 

43 

15 

35-44 

40 

19 

5 

34 

11 

45-64 

40 

22 

4 

30 

10 

65+ 

37 

12 

6 

30 

23 

Education terminated 

At age 14 or Jess 

30 

15 

5 

31 

25 

At age 15 

29 

17 

7 

32 

i? 

At age 16 

30 

13 

4 

45 

19 

Ai age 17-18 

34 

19 

5 

27 

22 

Al age 19-20 

22 

26, 

3 

49 

10 

Al age 21 or over 

47 

28 

3 

31 

5 

Social s talus/C lass 

Upper mid. & 

mid. classes 

45 

23 

5 

36 

4 

Lower-mid. class 

34 

24 

4 

33 

13 

Skilled working 

class 

33 

15 

6 

33 

21 

Working & lowest 
classes 

25 

it 

4 1 ' 

36 

28 
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Table 17 

“Many Jews in Europe were forced to wear a symbol on their clothes during 
the Second World War. What was it?” (British adults, in percents) 


Subgroup 

Swastika 

Hammer 

and sickle 

Yellow 

star 

Ked 

cross 

Star or 
David 

Other 

DKJ 

NA 

Total 

3 

0 

47 

2 

9 

4' 

34 

Sex 

Male 

$F 

0 

55 

% 

11 


25 

female 

4 

0 

39 

3 

8 

¥ 

42 

Age 

16-24 

7 

l 

36 

2 

1 

* 

43 

25-34 

3 

0 

48 

3 

8 

3 

36 

35-44 

3 

p 

46 

2 

12 

5 

31 

45-64 

1 

0 

59 

2 

12 

1 

25 

65+ 

2 

1 

39 

3 

'][ 

4‘ 

40 

Education terminated 

At age 14 or less 

ii 

1 

44 

3 

A- 

f 

43 

At age 15 

i 

tf 

52 

3 

10 

4 

29 

At age 1 6 

5 

0 

40 

3 

il 

5 

37 

At age 17-18 

3 

1 

45 

1 

& 

3 

38 

At age 19-20 

J: 

G 

$5 

3 

9 

0 

31 

At age 21 or over 

3 

0 

58 

% 

13 

% 

19 


Social status/Class 
Upper mid. & 


mid. classes 

4- 

1 

57 

% 

15 

I 

1$ 

Lower-mid. class 

3 

0 

48 

2 

10 

6 

32 

Skilled working 

class 

1 

0 

50 

2 

& 

3 

36 

Working & lowest 

classes 

4 

0 

37 

3 

8 

5- 

43, 


16 






Table 18 

“In addition to the Jews, which of the following groups, if any, were per¬ 
secuted by the Nazis?’* (Ilritish adults, in percents) 


Subgroup 

Gypsies 

Poles 

Hotuti- 

se\itats 

Aryans 

Other 

DR/ 

NA 

Total 

5 L 

63 

51 

9 

14 

m. 

Sex 

Male 

59 

vi 

59 

10 

15 

a 

Female 

44 

55i 

44 

8 

n 

28 

Age 

16-24 

33 

49 

49 

5 

7 

3& 

25-34 

48 

60 

54 

5 

u 

23 

35-44 

62 

68 

56 

12 

16 

15 

45-64 

59 

67 

54 

10 

16 

\% 

65+ 

51 

67 

42 

13 

9 

23 

Education terminated 

At age 14 or less 

48 

64 

41 

10 

10 

& 

At age 15 

47 

66 

47 

14 

IS 

17- 

At age 16 

43 

55 

43 

6 

12 

27 

At age 17-18 

53 

62 

£6 

9 

11 

21 

At age 19-20 

66 

68 

71 

14 

19 

8 

At age 21 or over 

#3, 

73 

77 

7 


4 

Social status/Class 

Upper mid & 
mid. classes 

65 

78 

6f> 

7 

16 

6 

Lower-mid. class 

53 

62 

55 

7 

IS 

16 

Skilled working 
class 

50 

63 

48 

12 

15 

22 

Working & lowest 
classes 

42 

54, 

42 

9 

8 

31 


17 





Table 19 

^Please tell me whether you strongly agree, mostly agree, mostly disagree, or 
strongly disagree: The Holocaust makes dear the need for the State of Israel as 
a place of refuge for Jews in times of persecution*” (British adults, in percents) 


Subgroup 

Strongly 
ag ree 

Mostly 

agree 

Mostly 

disagree 

Strongly 

disagree 

DK/ 

NA 

lota] 

24 

31 

14 

6 

23 

Sex 

Male 

22 

35 

17 

R 

19 

remale 

26 

32 

ib 

5 

±1 

Age 

16-24 

13 

33 

t6 

5 

33 

25-34 

19 

30 

21 

7 

23 

35 44 

24 

34 

n 

9 

20 

45-64 

29 

37 

12 

<J 

16 

65+ 

32 

32 

6 

3 

27 


Education terminated 

At age 14 or less 

32 

30 

fc 

A 

It 

At age 15 

23 

35 

13 

4 

25 

At age 16 

22 

31 

16 

8 

22 

At age 17-13 

22 

37 

10 

4 

27 

At age 19-20 

19 

34 

14 

16. 

17 

Al age 21 and over 

21 

33 

23 

9 

43 - 

Social stalus/Class 
Upper mid. & 
mid. classes 

21 

43 

}S 

i o 

Li 

Lower-mid. class 

23 

3$ 

IS 

7 

20 

Skilled working 

class 

3£ 

33 

13 

% 

23 

Working & lowest 
classes 

24 

27 

12 

A, 

32 





Table 20 


“Please tell me whether you strongly agree, mostly agree, mostly disagree, or 
strongly disagree: The Holocaust is not relevant today hecause it happened 
almost 50 years ago.” (British adults, in percents) 


Subgroup 

Strongly 

Agree 

Mostly 

agree 

Mostly 

disagree 

Strongly 

disagree 

DK/ 
N A 

Total 

5 

13 

ZQ 

53 

9 

Sex 

Male 

5 

13 

23 

52 

6 

Female 

6 

13 

17 

53 

1* 

Age 

16-24 

7 - 

16 

21 

44 

13 

25-34 

5 

11 

21 

56 

a 

35-44 

4 

10 

16 

64 

6 

45-64 

5 

14 

21 

55 

5 

654 

7 

14 

19 

44 

16 

Education terminated 

At age 14 or less 

6 

16 

21 

41 

16 

At age 15 

5 

12 

23 

49 

10 

At age i 6 

7 

14 

20 

49 

IQ 

At age 17-IS 

2 

17 

16 

60 

5 

At age 19-20 

10 

2 

21 

63 

4: 

At age 21 or over 

4 

6 

19 

69 

4 

Social sLaius/Class 

Upper mid. & 

mid. classes 

6 

10, 

19 

62 

3: 

Lower-mid class 

5 

10 

20 

59 

6 

Skilled working 
class 

6 

17 

21 

47 

i 

Working & lowest 

clashes 

5 

14 

20 

47 

"15: 


19 





Table 21 

u ln your view, how important is it for the British to know about and under¬ 
stand the Holocaust—is it essential, very important, only somewhat important, 
or not important?” (British adults, in percents) 


Subgroup 

E&sent ial 

Very 

important 

Only 

somewhat 

important 

Not 

important 

DK/ 

NA 

Total 

33 

39 

20 

4 

4 

Sex 

Male 

it 

42 

21 

3 

I 

female 

34 

37 

18 

5 

3 

Age 

16-24 

10 

37 

29 

8 

8 

25-34 

33 

36 

22 

4 

4 

35-44 

36 

38 

21 

3 

3 

45-64 

36 

41 

17 

1 

3 

65^ 

37 

43 

11 

3 

6 

Education terminaied 

At age 14 or less 

35 

Al\ 

i0 

4 

10 

At age 15 

35 

42 

16 

4 

2 

At age 16 

23 

35 

25 

8 

4 

At age 17-18 

3t> 

38 

23 

3 

6-| 

At age 19-20 

43 

33 

22 

X 

0 

At age 21 or over 

%0 

43 

16 

0 

1 

Social slatus/Class 

Upper mid* & 
mid- classes 

36 

40 

21 

2 

i 

Lower-mid. class 

39 

35 

21 

3 

3.' 

Skilled working — 

class 

30 

40 

71, 

6 


Working & lowest 

classes 


40 

17 

5 

* 


20 





Table 22 

“For each of the following, please tell me if you think it is a 
lesson to be learned from the Holocaust or not. (a) Firm steps 
need to be taken to protect the rights of minorities.” (British 
adults, in percents) 


Subgroup 

is 

Is not 

DK/ 

NA 

Total 

89 

3 

8 

Sex 

Male 

90 

4 


Female 

88 

2 

9 

Age 

16-24 

83 

4 

12 

25-34 

90 

4 

6 

35-44 

90 

5 

3 

45-64 

92 

X 

;5 

65+ 

89 


11 

Education terminated 

Al age 14 or less 

87 

1 

'12 

At age 1 5 

91 

f 

7 

At age 16 

87 

S' 

8 

At age 17-18 

88 

3 

9 

Al age 19-20 

94 

* 

J9 

Al age 21 or over 

96 

2 

1 

Social status/CJass 

Upper mid. & 
mid classes 

91 

3 

7 

Lower-mid. class 

91 

2. 

7 

Skilled working 
tint 

91 

4 

£ 

Working & lowest 

cta.tses 

U 

* 

10 


21 



Table 23 

“For each of the following* please tell me if you think it is a 
lesson to be learned from the Holocaust or not. (b) There is no 
hope for the human race/ 1 (British adults, in percents) 


Subgroup 

Is 

U not 

DK/ 

NA 

Total 

34 

51 

15 

Sex 

Male 

35 

52 

12 

Female 

33 

50 

17 

Age 

16-24 

38 

50 

12 

25-34 

31 

53 

1 6 

35-44 

34 

53 

13 

45-64 

35 

54 

11 

65+ 

33 

44 

23, 

Education terminated 

At age 14 or less 

36 

39 

25 

At age 15 

37 

50 

14 

At age 16 

39 

45 

16 

At age 17-38 

3(1 

59 

M 

At age 19-20 

39 

57 


At age 21 or over 

23 

70 

7 

Social slat us/C lass 

Upper mid, & 
mid. classes 

25 

67 

9 

Lower-mid. class 

31 

58 

It 

Skilled working 

class 

38 

49 

13 

Working & lowest 

classes 

39 

38 

23 


22 



Table 24 

“For each of the following please tdj me if you think it is a 
lesson to be learned from the Holocaust or nob (c) People must 
speak uut against oppression so that another Holocaust will not 
happen.” (British adults, in percents) 


Subgroup 

Is 

Is nOt 

DK/ 

NA 

Total 

92 

2 

6 

Sex 

Male 

93 

s 

5" 

Female 

92 

1 

? 

Age 

16-24 

87 

4 

9 

25-34 

93 

2 

% 

35-44 

94 

l 

4 

45-64 

96 

1 

3 

65+ 

90 

1 

« 

Education terminated 

Al age 14 or less 

88 

ft 

1J 

Al age 15 

93 

2 

6 

At age 16 

90 

2 

7 

Al age 17-18 

93 

2 

4 ? 

At age 19-20 

100 

0 

0 

At age 21 or over 

97 

2 

l 

Social slam s/C lass 

Upper mid. Si 

mid classes 

98 

ft 

2 

Lower-mid. class 

94 

1 

m 

Skilled working 

class 

91 

2 

1 

Working & lowest 
classes 

89 

3 

9 



Table 25 

“For each of the following, please tell me if you think it is a lesson 
to be learned from the Holocaust or not (d) In relations between 
peoples and countries, what counts is power and not morality.” 
(British adults, in percents) 


Subgroup 

1$ 

Is not 

DK/ 

NA 

Total 

29 

48 

23 

Sex 

Male 

36 

48 

15 

Female 

23 

48 

30 

Age 

16-24 


49 

3f 

25-34 

26 

55 

T9 

35-44 

33 

si 

15 

45-64 

32 

46 

22 

65 ■ 

33 

n 

29 

Ed uc ati on to rm i nated 

At age 14 or less 

35 

% 

30 

At age 1 5 

29 

41 

28 

At age 16 

28 

48 

24 

At age 17-18 

24 

53 

23 

At age 19-20 

32 

58 

9 

At age 21 or over 

33 

59 

& 

Social sltitus/Class 

Upper mid &. 
mid. classes 

33 

54 

13 

Lower-mid. class 

26 

54 

20 

Skilled working 

class 

33 

H 

21 

Working & lowest 

classes 

25 

43 

32, 


24 





Table 26 

“For each of the following, please tell me if you think it 
is a lesson to he learned from the Holocaust or not (c) l( 
is important to stand by what you think is right instead 
of going along with everyone else/' (British adults, in 
percents) 


Subgroup 

Is 

Isnbt 

[>K/ 

NA 

Total 

94 

1 

5 

Sex 

Male 

94 

3 

4 

Female 

94 

[ 

5 

Age 

16 24 

92 

a 

6 

25-34 

93 

i 

6 

35-44 

97 

i 

2 

45-64 

96 

i 

3 

65+ 

92 

fr 

6 

Education terminated 

At age 14 or less 

93 

l 

0 

At age 15 

.93 

3 

4 

At age 16 

92 

2 

7 

At age 17-i & 

95 

1 

4 

At age 19-20 

100 

0 

0 

At age 21 or over 

n 

:o 

l 

Social status/Class 

Upper mid. & 
mid. classes 

99 

0 

t 

Lower-mid. class 

95 

■i 

4 

Skilled working 

class 

94 

i 


Working & lowest 

classes 

Stl 

3 

7 . 


25 





Table 27 

“In your view, how likely is it that the Jewish peuple could be suhjeet to 
another Holocaust somewhere in the world in coming years—very likely, 
somewhat likely, or not very likely?” (British adults, in percents) 


Subgroup^ 

Very 

Hkely 

Somewhat 

likely 

Not very 
likely 

dk; 

NA 

Total 

16 

31 

40 

L3 

Sex 

Male 

15 

3ff 

47 

8 

Female 

17 

32 

33 

18 

Age 

16-24 

10 

3tt 

40 

20 

25-34 

10 

30 

49 

10 

35-44 

14 

36 

39 

10 

45-64 

21 

30 

39 

10 

65+ 

23 

30 

30 

17 

Fducalion terminated 

At age 14 or less 

19 

30 

28 

33 

At age 15 

19 

27 

44 

11 

At age 16 

17 

29 

41 

13 

At age 17-18 

15 

34 

38 

14 

At age 19-20 

18 

33 

46 

2 

At age 2 1 or over 

9 

40 

n 

7 

Social siatus/Class 

Upper mid, & 
mid. classes 

IS 

£8 

39 

m 

Lower-mid. class 

15 

37 

39 

9 

Skilled working 

class 

16 

23 

48 

13 

Working & lowest 

classes 

IS 

30 

33 

21 


26 



Table 28 

“Some people claim that the Nazi extermination of the 
Jews never happened. Have you ever heard this claim, or 
not?” (British adults, in percents) 


Subgroup 

Heard this 

claim 

Have nut heard 
Ibis duim 

DK7 

NA 

tola] 

5X1 

46 

4 

Sex 

Male 

si 

U 

4 

Female 

42 

54 

5 

Aye 

[6-24 

$4 

57 


25-34 

49 

46 

A. 

35-44 

59 

39 

* 

45-64 

59 

39 

2 

65-+ 

M 

51 

5 

Education terminated 

Al age 14 or less 

41 

53 

1 

At aye 15 

47 

49 

4 

A l age 16 

45 

50 

l 

Ai age 17-18 

.52 

45 

3 

At age 19-20 

56 

43. 

1 

At age 21 or over 

70 


J 

Social status/Class 

Upper mid. & 
mid. classes 

64 

34 

2 

Lower-mid, class 


43 

2 

Skilled working 
class 

47 

48 

5 

Working & lowest 
classes 

40" 

53. 

8 


27 





Tahte 29 


“Does it seem possible or does it seem impossible to you that the 
Na/i extermination of the -Pews never happened ?’* (British adults, 
in percents) 


Subgroup 

It seems 
possible 

It seems 
impossible 

DK7 

NA 

Total 

7r 

84 

9 

Sex 

Male 

5 

88 

7 

Female 

t 

81 

U- 

Age 

16 24 

8 

73 

19 

25-34 

$ 

87 

£ 

35-44 

3 

92 

5 

45-64 

8 

SS 

A 

65+ 

9 

80 

H 

Education terminated 

At age 14 or less 

9 

78 

13 

At age 15 

S 

85 

7 

At age 16 

6 

83 

U 

At age 17- iR 

10 

84 

6 

At age 19-20 

5 

85 

9 

At age 21 or over 

1 

94 

5 

Social statu s/C lass 

Upper mid. & 
mid, classes 

6 

90. 

4 

Lower-mid- class 

7 

88 

4 

Skilled working 

class 

<* 

85 

10 

Working & lowest 

classes 

8 

7? 

15 


28 





Table 30 


“Are there any situations similar in nature to the Holo¬ 
caust going on in the world today?” (British adults, in 
percents) 


Subgroup 

Yes 

No 

DKV 

NA 

Total 

77 

9 

14 

Sex 

Male 

.81 

9 

1(3 

Female 

7T 

4 

i£ 

Age 

16-24 

71 

9 

V 

25-34 

78 

8 

14 

35-44 

84 

4 

12 

45-64 

80 

J 1 

9 

65+ 

71 

E3 

u 

Education terminated 

At age 14 or less 

65 

12 

Wi 

Al age 15 

79 

10 

1 ! 

At age 1 6 

75 

8 

1-7 

At age 17-18 

78 

£ 

14 

At age 19-20 

83 

H 

6 

At age 2 1 or over 

87 

8 

5 

Social status/ClasS 

Upper mid. & 
mid. clashes 

85 

8 

# 

Lower-mid. class 

82 

ur 

8 

Skilled working 
class 

77 

% 

lfr 

Working & lowest 
classes 

68 

11 

2i 


29 



